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~ HE Time prefent feldom affords fuffici- By the way, who can imagine that the Exiftence 
it ent Employment to the Mind of Man. ofa Creature is to be circumfcribed by Time, 
of f Objedts of Pain or Pleafure, Love or Ad- whofe Thoughts are not? But I fhall, in this Pa- 
ner miration, do not lie thick enough toge- per, confine my felfto that particular Paffion which 
the ier. in Life to keep the Soul in conftant A@ion, goes by the Name of Hope. 
asis W% fopply an immediate Exercife to its Faculties. 
ook order, therefore,to remedy this Defe&, thatthe = Qur Aétual Enjoyments are fo few and tranfient, 
both giind may not want Bufinefs, but always have Ma- that Man would be a very miferable Being, were 
‘Bot gals for thinking, the is endowed with certain “he not endowed with this Paffion, which gives him 
eters Mowers, that can recall what is pafied, and antici- a Tafte of thofe good Things that may poffibly 
ncers rte What is to come. come into his Pofleffion. We fhould hope fur e= 
very thing that is good, {ays the old Poet Linus, 
That wonderful Faculty, which we call theMe- decanfe there is nothing which may not be hoped 
mory, is perpetually iooking back, when we have for, and nothing but what the Gods are able to 
uhing prefent to entertain us. Itis like thofe Re- ive ws. Hope quickens all the dead Parts of 
Boitories in fevcral Animals, chat are filled with ife, and keeps the Mind awake in her moft Re- 
_. Pores of their former Food, on which they may mifs and Indolent Hours. It gives habitual Se- 
or i Muminate when their prefent Pafture fails. renity and good Humour. It is a kind of Vital 
ood el es Heat in the Soul, that cheers and gladdens her, when 
Pai. | As the Memory relieves the Mind in_her va- fhedoes not attend to it. It makes Pain eafie, and 
ih Sus Fut Moments, and fills upthe Chafins of Thought Labour pleafant. 











ith Ideas of what is paft, we have other Facul- 
is that agitate and employ her upon what is to 
t. Thefe are the Paffions o° Hope and Fear. 


By thefe two Paffions we reach forward into 
tturity, and bring up to our prefent Thoughts 
Mies that lie hid inthe remoteft Depths of Time. 
it fuffer Mifery, and enjoy Happinefs, before they 
in Being; we can fet the Sun and Stars for- 
d, or lofe fight of them by wandring into thofe 
in¢Parts of Eternity, when the Heavens and 
ithall be no more. 
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Befides thefe feveral Advantages which iif from 
Hope, there’ is another which is none of the leatt, 
and that is, its great Efficacy in preferving us from 
fetting too high a Value on prefent Enjoyments: 
The Saying of Cefar is very well known. When 
he had given away all his Eftatein Gratuities among 
his Friends, one of them asked what he had letr 
for himnfelf; to which thatgreat Man replied, Ape. 
His Natural Magnanimity hindered him from pri- 
zing what he was certainly poffeffed of, and turned 
all his Thoughts upon fomething more valuabiewthat 

he 











he had in View. 1 queftion not but every Reader 
will draw a Moral trom this Story, and apply it to 
himfelf without my Dire@ion. 


The old Story of Pandora’s Box (which many 
of tae Learned belicve wes formed aniong the 
Heathens upon the Tradition of the Fall of Man) 


fhews us how deplorable a State they thought the . 


prefent Lite without itope. To fet forth the ut- 
mott Condition cr N.itery they tell us chat our 
Foretather, according to ihe Pagan Theology, liad 
a great Veflel prefented him by Pai:iora : Upon 
his lifting up the Lid of it, fays the Fadle, there few 
out all the Calamities and sittempers incident to 
Men, trom which, ’till that time, they had been al- 
together exempt. Hope, who had been enclofedin 
the Cup with fo much bad Company, iaftead of tly- 
ing off with the reft, ftuck fo clofe to the Lid of it, 
that ic was fhut down upon her. 


I fhall make but two Refleétions upon what I 
have hitherto faid. Firft, that nokind of Life is fo 
happy as that which is tull of Hope, e{pecially when 
the Hope is well grounded, and when the Objeé 
of it is of an exalted kind, and in its Nature proper 
to make the Perfon happy who enjoys it. This 
Propoiition mutt be very evident to thofe who con- 
fider how few are the prefent Enjoyments of the 
moft happy Man, and how infuilicient to give him 
an entire Satisfaction and Acquiefcence in them. 


My next Obfervation is this, that a Religious Life 
is that which moft abounds in a well-grounded Hope, 
and fuch an one as is fixed on Odjeéts that are capa- 
bie of making us entirely happy. This Hope ina 
Rcligious Man, is much more fare and certain than 
the Hopeofany temporal Blefling,as it 's ttreengthned 
not only by Reafon, but by Faith, It has az ike 
fame time its Eye perpetrally fixed on that State, 
whichimplics in the very Notion oc it the mott full 
and the molt coimpleat Happivefs. 


{ have before thewn how :h- Influence of Hope 
mm general fweeiens Life, ars: saal.es our prefent 
Condition fupp niabls, iv pot »'.-fing; but a Reli- 
gious Lupe hes itiil greater “dy intages. It does 
not only bear up the MD.¢ und caer Suticrings, but 
minkes her ceyoice in taera, as hey may be the In- 
{irnments of procuriag her the great and ultimate 
End of ali her Hope. 


Religious Hope has likewifethis Advantage above 
any other kind of Hope, that it is able to revive 
the dyizg Man, and to fil nis Mind not only with 


fecret Comfort and Refrefhment, but fometimes with 
Rapture and Tranfport. He triumphs in his Ago. 


- nies, whi’ the Soul fprings forward with Delight 


to the great Objet which the has alwaysna d in 
view, and leaves the Body with an expeétation of 
being re-united to her in a glorious and joyful Re. 
furreGion. 


I hall conclude this Effay with thofe emphati- 
cal Expreifions of alively Hope, which the Prilmitt 
made ule of inthe midit of thofe Dangers and Ad. 
verfities which furrounded him, for the followin 
Paffage had its prefent and perfonal, as weil as 
its future and prophetick Senfe. J have set the 
Lord always before me: becaufe be is at my right 
hand I hall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, 
and my Glory vejoiceth : my flefo alo fhall refi in 
hope. For thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nei« 
ther wilt thou fuffer thine holy One to fee Corruption, 
Thou wilt foew me the path of life: sa thy prefeme 
is fulnefs of joy, at thy right hand there are plea- 


fares for evermore. 


A mpg etisemenrs, 


This Day is Publifhed, 


Prince Eugene not the Man you took him for; 
Or, a Merry Tale ufa Modern Hero, Pr.6 ¢. Abel Roper’s Annals, cen- 
tiining the fecret and «pen Advances cowards a Peace; with proj 
Refle&tions and Animadverfions on the Reira&orinefs of {ome of the 
Allies, Prot. s, The Hiftory of the Proceedings ot tthe Mandarinsand 
Preatins of the Brico.:a tian Empire at their laft General Diet; &, 
Pr os. The Hiftory of Prince Mirabel, in 3 Parcs: A Juftitication 
of the Dutch, &c. Pr. 6d.. A Search after Durch Honelty, Pr, 6d, 
= oy J. Baker in Pater Nofter Row, and B. Berington near Effex 

<el-Ead, 


The Retir’d Gard’ner, or, Dialogues between 
a Genileman and a Gard’ner: Containing the Mechods of Making, 
Ordering ati Improving a Fruit and Kitchin-Garden, together with 
the Manner of Planting and hag mg Flowers, Plants, Shruby 
ar: Uscer-Shrubs, neceflary for the Adorning of Gardens, &c, Io 
which is explain’d, the’ Art of Making and Difpofing of Pa- 
terres, Arbours of Greens, Wood-Works, Arches, Columns, and 
other Pieces and Compartments ufually found in the moft Bex 
tiful Gardens of Country-Seats. The whole enrich’d with Variey 
of Figures, being a Tranflation from the Sieur Louis Liger. To 
which is added, a —_—— and Plan of Count Tallard’s Garden 
at Nottingham. Thewhole Revis’d, with feveral Alterations and 
Additions, which render it proper for our Engliths Culture, By 
George Lundon,and Henry Wife. The Works of Mr: Francis Bea 
montand Mr. John Fletcher, in 7 Vulls.8vo. adorn’d with Cutts, Pla- 
tarch’s Lives in 5 Volls.zrandlaced by (everal hands, Seneca’s Morals tran 
fated by Sir Roger!’ Eftrange. The Satyrs of Decimus Junius Juve- 
nalis, Sec. ranflated into Englith Verfe by Mr. Dryden ne feveral other 
eminent Hands. The Works of Mr.Congreve in 3 Volls. confifting 
of his Plays and Poems, Poems on fe Occafions writtenby Mr, 
Prior, Paradifeloft, a Poem, inr2 Books,by Mf. John Milton, The 
Cnriftian Hero, written by Mr. Steck. N. B. The three laft ae 
printed with a neat Elzcver Letter in fmall Pocket Volumes: All 
Printed for Jacob Topfon at Shakefpear’s head ovér-again{t Catherise- 
fireet in the Strang. 
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LONDON: Priated for Sam, Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britais ; and 
Sold by 4. Baldwia in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken in 


as alfo by Caries Lilliey Verfemer, at the Corner of Beaxford-Buildingsio 
¢ 


the Strand, 













































